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Again the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto 6 
Merchant-man, ſeeking goodly Pearls ; who 
when he had found one Pearl of great Price, 
he went and ſold all that be had, and bought it. 


ritual Myſteries and Duties of the Goſpel 

in.a Variety of Parables. Parables are an 

antient, condeſcending, and pleaſing Me- 
thod of Inſtruction: they are an antient Method, 
as we learn from the Inſtances in the old Teſ- 
tament, particularly the Parable of Jotham; 
they are condeſcending, in that vifible and 
natural Things are made uſe of as the Sha- 
dows. of ſpiritual and heavenly Bleſſings and 
Glories; and they are a very pleaſing Form of 
Inſtruction, as the Mind is firſt filled and en- 
tertained with ſenfible Images, and from 
thence, as by gentle Steps, is led into an Ac- 


* 2 * . 
quaintance and Communion with the great 


Things that relate to God and Chriſt, the 
Soul and Eternity. It is no Wonder there- 
fore that Parables ſhould be fo frequently uſed 
in Holy Writ, and that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould employ Nature as the Medium through 
which to convey in the moſt ſtriking and ami- 
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J. this Chapter our Lord unfolds the ſpi- 


* Judges ix. J. 
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able Manner the Light of divine and ſuper- 
natural Truths. Among the many Parables 
of our Lord we have a very profitable one in 
the Paſſage before us; Again, the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like unto a Merchant-man feeking 
goodly Pearls; who when he bad found one 
Pearl of great Price, he went and'ſold all that 

be had, and bought it. 
Before 1 come to the Diviſion of the Text 
I ſhall give you a ſhort Paraphraſe upon it. 
The Kingdom of Heaven; this may either de- 
note the Seaſon in which the Goſpel ſhould be 
publiſhed in. the World, or the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt itſelf, that Goſpel which 
came down from Heaven, that Goſpel which 
ſhews us the Way thither, or that Goſpel 
which has Heaven, as it were, let down into it, 
ſince it treats not upon terrelirial and tempo- 
rary Trifles, but upon the exceeding great and 
eternat Weight of Glory reſerved in Heaven 
for the Saints and Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus. In 
theſe Senſes may we underſtand the Expreſſion 
the Kingdom of Heaven. .This Kingdom of 
Heaven, ſays our Lord, is lite unto a Merchant- 
man ſeeking goodly Pearls; that is, a Perſon 
who lives under the Diſpenſation of the Gof- 
and acts ſuitable to it, or a Perſon who 
-has a juſt Idea of and a correſpondent Efteem 
for the Goſpel is like a Merchant-man, who 
makes it his Buſineſs to ſeek and gather up 
from all Quarters Pearls of high Value, ſuch: 
as are beautiful to the Eye and of real and 
authentic Worth. Ms, ꝛcben he had found, 
adds 
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adds our Lord, one Pearl of great Priee ; vl a, 
when he had diſcovered where an exceeding 
rich Pearl was to be met with, be went and 


fold all that be had and bought it; he parted 


with all his Subſtance that he might raiſe a 
Sum ſufficient for the Purchaſe of this Pearl, 
and counted it a very advantageous Exchange 
to give up all that he had for the Poſſeſſion 
of ſuch an ineſtimable Prize. So ſhould Per- 
fons a& to whom the Goſpel with all its im- 
menſe Value of Bleflings is revealed; they 
ſhould not be contented with a Diſcovery 
only of its tranſcendent Excellency, or only 
entertain their Minds with a Survey of its 
matchleſs Beauties, but they ſhould be willing 
to make a Sacrifice of every thing dear and de- 
firable to them in this World rather than fail 
of an Intereft in thoſe Riches in Glory by 
Chriſt Jefus which are better than Rubies, and 
to which all the Things that can be dejfirea are 
not to be compared &. 


Having thus explained the Paſlage I ſhall 
purſue the following Method in treating upon it. 


I. I hall prove that the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt is a Diſpenſation of ineſtimable Worth. 
And, 

II. FT fhall ſhow that we ſhould prefer it 
Intereſt in it above all Things. 


I. I fhall prove that the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt is a Diſpenſation of ineſtimable Worth. 


J Prorerdi viii. 11. 
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i a Pearl of great Price, according to our 
Text, for which all other Things ſhould be 
ſacrificed. And that the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt is a Diſpenſation of ineſtimable Worth 
will-appear from ſeveral Conſiderations. As, 
1... The Goſpel reveals the great and ever 
bleſſed God to us. True it is that the Light of 
Nature will ſhew us that there is a God“. 
For the inviſible Things of bim from the Cre- 
ation of the World are clearly ſeen, being under- 
ſtood. by. the Things that are made, even bis 
eternal Power and Gedbead ; ſo that they are 
Wit bout Excuſe, beceuſe that when they knew 
Gad, they 'glorifi:d him not as God, neither were 
thaukjul, but became vain in their Imaginations, 
and their fooliſh Heart was darkened. You 
will obſerve that the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking. 
of the Heathens, and that he ſhews how caſy 
it was for them to argue the inviſible Things 
of God, namely his eternal Power and God- 
head, from the legible Signatures of them uni- 
verfally extant in the Works of Creation. And 
letany Man conſider the ſpacious Firmament on 
high extended in an azure Canopy over our 
Heads, let him view it as it appears by Day 


with a Globe of blazing Light performing its. 


unwearied Progreſs from Eaſt to Welt ; or let 
him behold. the Heavens as they are to; be 
ſeen at Evening decked: with the refulgent 
Orb of the Moon 'and a Train of radiant Stars 
- poured, out over the Face of the whole He- 


miſphere; or let him contemplate the tre- 


mendous 
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(7) 
mendous Powers of Lightning and Thunder, 
Whirlwind and Storm, and what vaſt Ideas of 
Majeſty and Power muſt fill and ſolemnize 
his Mind ? Again, let a Perſon take a Survey 
of the Earth in its. various and beautiful Scenes 
of Valleys, Meadows, Rivers, Hills, and Fo- 
reſts, together with the numberleſs Tribes of 
Beings that inhabit the Ground, and are ſuit- 
ably and abundantly ſupplied from its continued 
Productions; and let him then caſt his Eye 
over the vaſt Abyſs. of Waters collected to- 
gether in the Channels of the Seas, and take 
into his ſerious Thoughts their conſtant Mo- 
tion, their Stores of Life, their great Uſeful- 
neſs in furniſhing the Clouds with Showers, 
and the inyiolable Reftraint of their tumultuous 
Billows by, the feeble Bounds of Sand, and 
will not Might, and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs 
{ſtill more and more enlarge with his enlarging 
Meditations? But eſpecially let a Perſon con- 
ider his own Structure, how a Clod of Clay 
has been quickened into Life, how by myſte- 


Ttious Methods it has been made to increaſe and 


ſtrengthen, how curiouſly it is diverſified with 
numberleſs but all ſerviceable Parts, fenced and 
knit together by Bones and Sinews, and cloth- 
ed with Skin and Fleſh; and above . all, let 
a Perſon ſeriouſly reflect that he is poſſeſſed of 
the Powers of Underſtanding and Will, and 


can with a Glance of Thought aſcend up into 
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Heaven, range the whole Circuit of the Earth, 

dive into the Abyſs of Hell, inveſtigate Truth 

through a Labyrinth of Difficulties and a _ 
0 


68) | 
of Arguments, and dire& and determine his 
Actions at Pleaſure; and what will be the 
Inference that muft infallibly ſtrike the, Ob- 
ſervers Mind, but that, as he has never beheld 
any Being who is capable of creating and 
upholding theſe Things, no not to much as 
2 Spire of Graſs or 2 wandering Atom, there 
muſt be ſome wonderful Being whom he 
has never met Eye to Eye and Face to Face 
to whom the Univerſe of Nature owes its 
Birth, and by whom it is continually ſuſ- 
tained? And who is he hut that ever adora- 
ble and (infinitely glorious Being, to whom 
we give the venerable Name of G O D ? But 
though we may by the Light of Reaſon ar- 
rive at the Knowledge of God, and though 
we may trace his Perfections in the Courſes 
of Nature and Providence, yet we are in- 
debted for the more full and delightful Diſ- 
covery of him to the Revelation he has been 
—. to give us of himſelf in his 8 
here we learn that from Everlaſting t 
Everlaſting he is God; that he is the Hligh 
and Lofty One who inhabits Eternity; that 
he is a God of Abſolute Holineſs, Almighty 
Power, Unſearchable Wiſdom, Inflexibi. 
Juſtice, Immutable Faithfulneſs, and Iofinite 
Goodneſs. In this Revelation given to us 
from Heaven we have the great God ſet 
before us in the Fulneſs of his Perfections, 
and with all the Beams of his Glory 
about him. I might add farther, that the 
AbaraQters he bears, and the Obligations 


reſulting 
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reſulting from them are repreſented before 


us in his Word, and we are there aſſured that 
he is our Creator, Preſerver, r Law- 
ver, and Judge;-and are told that we owe 
Rim our 8 and Praiſe, that 
Body and Soul and all that we are and have 
are his Right, are at his Diſpoſal, and ſhould be 
devoted to him, and employed for his Service“. 
Of him, and through him, and to bim are all 
Things ; to whom be Glory for ever. But eſpe- 
cially are we taught from Scripture to enter- 
tain the moſt exalted and adoring Sentiments. 
of the divine Juſtice and Goodneſs ; Attributes 
that belong to the moral Government of God, 
and with which his reaſonable Creatures have 
a ſupreme Concern. How awfully is the di- 
vine Juſtice diſplayed in that the Breaches of 
the Law of God, the Wrongs done by his 
rebellious Creatures againſt himſelf, ſhall 
either be puniſhed with the moſt terrible In- 
flictions of Pain and Miſery, as in the Caſe of 
the Apoſtate Angels, or ſhall not be healed 
without a Satisfaction, and in a Manner that 
ſhall ſpread Majeſty and Grandeur upon the 
Divine Government, and leave an everlaſting 
Memorial that it is no light Matter to overturn 
the equitable Conſtitution eſtabliſhed between 
the great God and the Subjects of his Dominion? 
And as to the divine Goodneſs, where can it ap- 
ar ſo amiable and illuſtrious as in the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt? where we are told that God 
receives and pardons "and of the deepeſt 
Fol- 


Rom. xi. 36. hes: 


1 
| 


( 10 ) 
Pollution and moſt aggravated Guilt throug h 
his Son Jeſus Chri't, whom he has Fen =. 
and given as our Saviour and Mediator, whom 
he upheld in his arduous Work of Redemp- 
tion, 2 * from whufe Hands he accepted his 
incomparable Sacrifice and transferred the 
Virtues and Bleſſings of it to the Children of 
Men, who were by their Sins outlawed from 
Heaven and doomed to remedileſs and eter- 
nal Perdition, But I am treſpaſſing in ſome 
Degree upon my next Particular; I proceed, 
2, Fo ſhew that the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
is a Diſpenſation of neſtirble Worth as it 


reveals. to us a Mediator and Saviour. All 


reaſonable Creatures muſt be-under a Law-to 


God; a Law for elſe it would rather be a 


Kule than a Law) that has l romiſes to re- 
ward Obedience, and Threatnings to puniſh 
Trinſprefſion. When this Law 1s broken 
the Offender is expoſed to the Threatnings, 
and can have no Aſſurance, as far as I can lee, 
that God will avert the Curſe and all the 
Deſtruction involved in it without a Reve- 


lation from God himſelf. A Malefactor who 


is legally condemned cannot be aſſur ed 
that his Prince will forgive him, unleſs the 
Prince himſelf is pleaſed to fignity his For- 
giveneſs. And if a Malefactor in ordinary 
Caſes cannot arrive at a Certainty that the 


Prince whom he has offended, though he is 


only a Man like himſelf, will pardon him 
till che Prince is pleaſed to acquaint him with 
his Pardon, what Ground is there for Aſſu- 


rance 
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(11) 
rance that the God of infinite Majeſty, the 
Supreme Authority, to whom we owe our- 
ſelves in the higheſt Senſe and by ten thou- 
fand Obligations, will not execute the Curſe 
denounced againſt the Tranſgreſſors of his 
holy and righteous Law till he the offended 


almighty Sovereign is pleaſed to ſignify by'a 


Revelation from himſelf that he will forgive 
our Sins? It may be ſaid, That if we repent, 
« God will forgive us.” But conſider that 
Repentance is no Expiation: We need 
to be ſecured: againſt the divine Juilice, as 
well as be. ſenfible of and return from our 
own moſt unrighteous Provocations againſt 
Heaven. And befides, as an * ingenious Wri- 
ter obſerves, © What is this Repentanee that 
« 18 ſuppoſed to be ſuch an infallible Security 
of. the Divine Forgiveneſs ? Is it a perfect 
« Abhorrence of all Sin and a perfect Re- 
« turn to God and to full Obedience to him 


« for the future? Were it ſo, though it 


ce would not compenſate or atone fur paſt 
„ Impiety, yet more might be faid on the 
e Behalf of it; but ſince it is an imperfect 
* Repentance it is but an imperfect Duty 
© and raiſes us but to an imperfect Obe- 
*« dience, and ſo the Repentance itfelf, and 
© the Obedience it leads us to will both 
« ftand in need of Forgiveneſs.” Where 
then ſhall we find our Aſſurances that there 
is Reconciliation with God after we have 

3% | B 2 e been 
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(12) 
- been found guilty of Sin, and, it may be 


of innumerable and flagrant Sins? Which 
Way ſhall we fly that the impending Storm, 
a Storm raiſed from the malignant Vapours 
of our own wilful Iniquities, and a Storm 
armed with the Thunders of Almighty Wrath, 
; ſhall be prevented from breaking upon our 
Heads? Might we not cry out if we had 
no other Succours than Nature could afford us 
in the Perplexity and Anguiſh of our Souls, 
* Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and 
bow myſelf before the bigh God? Shall I come 
before him with Burnt Offerings, with Calves 
of a Year old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with 
Thouſands of Rams, or with ten Thouſands of 
Rivers of Oil? Shall I give my Fir/t-born for 
.my Tranſgreſjion, the Fruit of my Body for 
the Sin of my Soul? Muſt we not, if we 
rightly underitood our Caſe, be wavering in 
Doubts and Darkneſs if we had not the Day- 
Spring from on high to viſit us, and the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs to ariſe with Healing under bis 
Wings? In him, in this Meſſenger of the 
Father's Will the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we may 
find ſtrong Conſolation and an immoveable 
Foundation, upon which without Fear of 
Diſappointment we may place the Weight of 
gur eternal Intereſts. We are aſſured that 
God is in Chriſt reconciling the World unto him- 
felf not imputing their T; reſpaſſes unto them , 
The Goſpel certifies us that Chriſt is tbe 
End of the Low for Rightemfurſs; + that 

ae 
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- we have Redemption through bis Blood, the 


Forgiveneſs of our Sins *; that where Sin bas 


abounded, Grace does much more abound ; that 


as Sin hath reigned unto Leath, even ſo might 
Grace reign through Righteouſneſs unto eternal 
Life through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord +; and 
that whoſoever believes on Chriſt he ſhall not 
periſh but have everlaſiing Life . Behold 
then, O Sinners, you who are bowed. down 
under the Weight of Guilt, you, who ſee 


the Curſes of the Law with their incon- 
ceiveable Stores of Vengeance ſet in Array 
Againſt you, you, who dread every Moment 


leſt this Veil of Fleſh ſhould drop and let in 


devouring and everlaſting Flames upon you, 


behold, O Sinners, a Door of Hope and 


an Ark of Safety ſet before you in the Goſ- 

| of Jeſus Chriſt. You have no Room to 
indulge Deſpair wxzen Heaven has broke in 
upon you with ſuch everlaſting Conſolation 
and Aſſurances of Grace. Though your Sins 
ſhould be numberleſs as the Sands, and tho 
your Treſpaſſes may have reached to the 
Clouds, yet there are Herghts, and Depths, 
Lengths, and Breadths in the Love of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt prevalent above and 


beyond them all, and able to cover them 


with utter and eternal Oblivion. A Sacrifice 
is provided, a Sacrifice is accepted, and a da- 
crifice too that is judged by the Eye of Infinite 
Holineſs and Rectitude ſufficient to make 
Atonement for Sin, and, now O Sinners, you may 
truſt 

* Eph.i. 7. + Rom. v. 20, 21. f John ij. 16. 


(24) 
truſt to this Sacrifice, to Jeſus the Lamb of 
God who was flain for the Sins of the World, 
and you may affure yourſelves thatyou ſhall not 
be aſhamed nor confounded World without 
End. Is not this a Doctrine admirably adapted 
to our Wants and Woes ? Where can this 
Doctrine ſo full of Conſolation and ſo effential 
to it be found in the Volumes of Pagan The- 
ology? Plato Cicero and Seneca, thoug h they 
went far in natural Light, yet never could 
trace out this wonderful Method of Salvation, 
fo honourable to God and ſo rich in Mercy 
and Grace to Man. God tbe Fuſt, and vet the 
Fufttfier of Sinners * is a Truth that only 
ſhines in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and it may be 
challenged by it, as one of its principal and 

diſtinguiſhing Glories. | 
3. The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt appears to be 
a Diſpenſation of ineſtimable Worth as it re- 
yeals to us the Sanctifier, the holy and bleſſed 
Spirit. We are not only in the Bonds of Guilt, but 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs. Not only does the 
Curſe of the Law level its flaming Terrors 
againſt us but we are ſunk into a moſt diſmal 
Depravity : our Hearts are deceitful above all 
Things and deſperately wicked, our Ways are 
crooked and perverſe, we are- alienated from 
the Life of God and are Enemies to him by 
wicked Works. That which is born, ſays our 
Lord, «f zhe Fleſh, is Fliſþ+; and the carnal 
Mind, ſays the Apoſtle, (and may we not rea- 
ne think that he intends the ſame Thing 
our 

Kom. ij 25. John iii 6. 
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our Loed would have us underſtand by Fieſp?) 
is Enmity againſt God; it is not 12 to 
his Law, neither ind:ed can be *, Let us con- 
fider our Condition before we were renewed 
hy divine Grace and ſhall we not find, at leaſt 
ſome if not all of us, the moſt dreadful Proofs. 
of Neglect of God, Contempt of his Laws, 
Rebellion againſt him, and a preſumptuous 
Perſeverance in our ſinful Courſes, notwith- 
ſtanding we knew that our Ways took hold 
of Death and Hell? Cannot we remember our 
Struggles againſt the Dictates of our own 
Conſciences, though urged it may be with the 
Strivings of the Spirit of God upon us, and in- 
flamed with the Apprehenſions of future Ven- 

nce ? Cannot we recollect what Slights 
both of the Providences and Ordinances of 
God we were guilty of, how ſoon the Sparks 
of Conviction died away without Effect amidſt 
malignant and uncomprehending Darkneſs, 
and how ourDefires and Reſolutions, that for a 
Moment ſeemed to be ſtrong, were overborn 
and ſwallowed up by the next Tide of Tempta- 
tion? Was not this in ſome Degree or another 
the Poſture of our Spirits before God was 
pleaſed to call us by his Grace, and create us 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus? And ſince this Change, 
as we hope has paſt upon us, is there not much 
Sin remaining? If the Building of God is be- 
gun yet much is wanted for its Perfection. 
It is difgraced with much of the old Rubbiſh, 


and it is ſtained with the evident Marks of the 
former 
* Rom. viii. 7. 
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former Impurity. Enough we truſt there is, 
though ſomeiimes we can hardly believe this, 
to 1{:ew that the Work of God has been 
wrought in our Souls, and that the Beauties of 
Holineſs are copied out upon us, but enough 
vitious Deformity remains to prove that we 
are far from being already perfect We have 
2 Fear of God, but do we never find the Work- 
ings of a vain Preſumption ? We have Faith in 
Chriſt, but have we not at ſome Seaſons trem- 
bling Doubts and Anxieties ? We feel a divine 
Love ſhed abroad upon our Hearts, but is not 
its Stream ſometimes low? We have an Hope 
towards God, but is it not often overcaſt and 
almoſt loſt in Deſpondency? We find Patience 
under Afflictions, but is it unuſual to faint under 
them, and do we always forbear hard 
Thoughts of God? We have a Zeal for God 
and his Glory, but did we never find it checked 
and clouded ? And we experience a divine 
Joy at ſome Seaſons, but at others perhaps an 
earthly Trifle ſhall more elevate us than an 
Intereſt in an infinitely great and gracious Sa- 
viour ? We reſolve, we pray, we ſtrive, but 
Languor and Heavineſs oppreſs and clog our 
Souls. We pant for Heaven and aſpire up- 
wards, and anon we grovel upon the Earth ; 
we hate Sin. but Sin ſtill cleaves tous; we re- 
fiſt Temptation, but ſometimes it breaks down 
our Guard, we are born away by its ſudden. 
Violence, and we find it hard to recover our 
Ground. We feel a ſtrange jarring Mixture, 
We are like the World in which we live, * a 
* ind 


7 

kind of Midway State between Heaven and 
Hell. Sin we cannot bear, the Determina- 
tion of our Souls is for God and his Glory, and 
yet our Spirits are damped, diſturbed, and de- 
filed with Sin. V ben we would do Go 1 
Evil is preſent with us. And we may min- 
gle our Groans with the Apoſtle, Iſee another 
Law in my Members warring againſt the Law 
of my Mind and bringing me into Captivity to 
the Law of Sin which is in my Members. 0 
wretched Man that I am who ſhall deliver me 
from the Body of this Death *? Now ſince ſuch 
is our Condition before and after Converſion 
as has been repreſented, how rich a Promiſe 
of the Goſpel is that which aſſures us of the 
Gift of the holy Spirit? And that there is ſuch 
a Promiſe may be gathered from theſe, and 
many ſuch like Paſſages. F ye then being evil 
know bow to give good Gifts unto your Children, 
bow much more ſball your heavenly Father give 
the holy Spirit to them who ast him. Ac- 
cording to his Mercy be ſaved us by the waſhing 
of Regeneration, and the Renewing of the holy 
Ghoſt. For this is the Covenant that I will 
make with the Houſe of Iſrael after thoſe Days, 
ſaith the Lord; I will put my Laws into thety 
Minds, and write them in their Hearts; and T 
will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a 
People. And the Influences of the Spirit are not 
reſtrained to the firſt Implantation of the Life of 
God in the Soul, but are extended to the Preſer- 
vation and Progreſs of it. And 1 will pray the 

CG Father, 


Romans, vii. 23, 24. Luke xii. 13. 1 Titus iii. 5; 
1 Heb. viii. 10. * * e 
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Fatber, and he ſhall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever*, We 
are ſaid to be kept by the Power of God thro' 
Faith unto e God is ſaid to guide us 
by his Counſel, as 9vell as a to receive us 
fo Glory||. _ another — tells us, chat 
God will never leave us nor for/ake us d. Say 
then, O Souls, who feel the Power of Sin cap- 
tivating and enſlaving you, ſay then, O Souls, 
who feel the remaining Workings of Sin, whe- 
ther the Goſpel does not ſet before you an in- 
valuable Bleſſing when it promiſes the rege- 
nerating and ſanctifying Spirit? Do you not 
feel the Neceſſity of this Bleſſing ? As bodily 
Pains and Sickneſs ſhow the Need of a Phy- 
fician, do not your ſpiritual Maladies prove 
your Want of the Spirit of God as the Healer 
and Reſtorer of your Souls? And where can 
you find this great and eſſential Bleſſing pro- 
miſed to you, but in the Goſpel of Chriſt ? 
God is not obliged from any Deſert of ours 
to graft into our Hearts Repentance, Faith, 
Love, and the reſt of the divine Graces. He 
has bern ſinned away from our World, and 
might have forſaken it for ever. He might 
have maintained awful and unapproachable 
State, and might have refuſed to hold Com- 
munion with us. But his Tabernacle is 
come down to Men, and he will in very 
Deed dwell with them. How precious then 
ſhould the Goſpel be to us, which, as the 
Charter under the Seal of Heaven, aſſures us 


9 
John xiv. 16. Þ 1. Pet. i. 5, | Plalm1xxtii, 24. F Heb. xiii. 5, 
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(19) 
of the Deſcent of the Spirit of God in his res 
generating and ſanctifying Powers? 

4. The Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ap- 
pears to be a Diſpenſation of ineſtimable Worth 
as it reveals to us the whole Syſtem of our Du- 
ties, and binds them upon us by the higheſt 
Authority and the tendereſt Love. The Goſ- 
pel reveals to us the whole Syſtem of our Du- 
ties towards God, ourſelves, and our Neigh- 
bours. As to God we are commanded 70 love 
him with all our Hearts and Souls, and Minds, 
and Strength*, and we are to ſhow this Love 
thus poſſeſſing and reigning in us by Homage 
and Conformity to him, Dependance upon him, 
Delight in him, and Communion with him. 
The Goſpel alſo inſtructs us in the Duties to- 
wards ourſelves, to be humble and abaſed, to 
draw off our Affections from this World, and 
remove them to a beiter, to be pure, and tem- 


perate, and in all reſpects to act worthy of our 
high Birth, being nothing leſs than the - 


ſpring of the Father of Spirits, and the State 


that lies before us, being the Heirs according to 
the Hope of eternal Life, The Goſpel farther 
repreſents to us our Duties towards our Neigh- 
bours, that we are to love tbem as ourſelvesF, 
and that from this Love are to flow in daily 
Honour to our God and Good to our Fellow- 
Creatures, Juſtice, Truth, Munificence, Sym- 
pathy, Meekneſs, Forgiveneſs of Enemies, and 
all thoſe Streams of ſocial Bleſſing, which, it 
they prevailed amongſt us, would turn theſe 

2 2 Regions 


#* Mark xii, 30. + Mat. xxi1. 39. 
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Regions of Sin and Miſery into a terreſtrial 
Paradiſe, and the very Image of Heaven. 
Theſe are the Duties which the Goſpel ſets 
before us with Plainneſs and Perſpicuity, and 
in various Forms of Inſtruction, ſuch as ſen- 
tentious Precepts, familiar Similicudes, ſtriking 
Hiſtories, and argumentative Diſcourſes How 
can Religion be carried to a greater Height 
than in theſe Directions, that we are to worſhip 
God in Spirit and in Truth*, that we are to 
look upon ourſelves not as our own but God'sF, 
and that we are to do to all Men, as we would 
tbey ſhould do unto us ? Theſe Duties are 
bound upon us by divine Authority, and we 
are charged to practiſe them in the moſt ſo- 
lema Manner; and that, nothing might be 
wanting to enforce them upon us that can poſ- 


ſibly be conceived, Death and Life, the Gulph 
of t ell, and the Glories of Heaven are ſet be- 


fore us to excite us by Fear and Hope, thus 
kindled to the utmoſt, to ferſake the Paths of 
Sin, and chufe the Way that leads to Life. 
And as to thoſe Perſons, who, having: been 
ſenſible of their Violations of the Laws of God, 
and their ut:er Inability to fave themſelves by 
their Works of Righteouſneſs, have embraced 


the Propitiation of Jeſus Chriſt, and taken 


Sanctuary in his Merits, even they are ſtill 
under the divine Law as a Rule of Life, and 
without a Conformity to-it in the Intention of 
their Souls, and in a prevailing Degree as to 
Fractice, they are not to conclude that they 

are 


John iv. 23. Þ 3 Cor. vi. 19. |} Mat. vii. 12. || Rom. vi. 14. 
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( 21) 
are in a State of Acceptance with God through 
Jeſus Chriſt, and made meet for the Inheri- 
tance among the Saints in Light. And far- 
ther, the very Grace of the Goſpel is improved 
in the ſacred Writings as the Spring of Obe- 
dience, as might be eafily ſhewn from many 
Paſſages, but from none more ſtrongly than the 
Words of the Apoſtle, For Sin ſhall not have 
Dominion over you, for ye are not under the 
Law but under Grace*, Sin would have a 
Dominion over us if we were under the Law 
as a broken Covenant, for the Law denounces 
nothing but Curſes and Deſpair againſt the 
Sinner, but becauſe we are freed from the 
Law in this View, (though we are ſtill under 
it as an immutable Rule of Life) and are 
brought into a Participation of the juſtifying 
and ſanctifying Grace of the Goſpel, there- 
fore the Dominion of Sin is deſtroyed, and the 
Love of God and Chriſt conſtrain us to uni- 
verſal and cheartul Obedience. I might add, 
that according to our Proficiency in Holineſs 
and Service for God, we have Reaſon to ex- 


| ped that ſuperior Degrees of Glory will be 


conferred in the World to come, and accor- 
dingly it is faid that they who are wiſe ſhall 


pine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and 


they who turn many to Righteouſneſs as the 
Stars for ever and everÞ. To the ſame Pur- 
poſe we find that they who had ten Talents and 
improved them were rewarded with a Govern- 
ment over ten Cities}, And the Apoſtle ſpeak- 


ng 
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(22) 
ing of the Reſurrection of the Dead ſays, tha? 
one Star differs from another Star in Gloryx. 
So that though the, Capacities and Power by 
which weattain toanEminency inReligion come 
from God, though we are accepted through 
Chriſt, and though the Inheritance of Glory 
is a purchaſed Poſſeſſion, yet here is the ſtrong- 
eſt Encouragement in the Goſpel for us 
not only to be holy and exert ourſelves for 
God, but to aſpire to the utmoſt Heights in 
Holineſs, and conſecrate ourſelves to the di- 
vine Glory with the moſt ardent Activi y, and 
unwearied Diligence. Upon the whole, the 
Goſpel preſents us with the whole Scheme of 
our Duties. It gives us not our Duties by Frag- 
ments, but in an harmonious Syſtem. It ſets 
before us our Duties not with any doubtful 
Dimneſs, but in full Light. We find our Du- 
ties dictated to us not by fallible Men, whoſe 


Opinions or Judgments we might diſpute or 


neglect, but by the Inſpiration of hat God 
who cannot lie, ſurrounded with all that Luſtre 
of Evidence which could in Reaſon be defired, 
and enforced with that ſupreme Authority 
which we ought unqueſtionably to obey. And 
that theſe Duties may not prove like Plants in 
a dry Ground, the Dews of Grace, the richeſt 
and freeſt Grace, are ſhed down to nouriſh 
the Principles and Fruits of Holineſs, and an 
ever- growing Bleſſedneſs is promiſed as the In- 
centive to an ever-growing Holineſs, Hence 

| then 


* 1 Cor. xv. 41. 


(23) 
then does it appear that the Goſpel is a Diſ- 
penſation of ineſtimable Worth. 

5. And laſtly, the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt appears to be a Diſpenſation of ineſti- 
mable Worth, as it aſſures us of the future and 
everlaſting Bleſſedneſs of our Souls and Bodies. 
If we ſearch over the Pagan Writers we ſhall 


find ſome of them denying the Immortality of 


the Soul *, while others ſeemed to believe it, 
but wandered into much Confuſion and Dark- 
neſs +; but admitting their Diſcoveries were 
never ſo diſtinct and clear (as it muſt be owned 


ſome of them have ſpoken in admirable Strains 


upon 


* Nunc age, nativos animantibus, & mortaleis 
Eſſe Animo Animaique cves, u. noicere poſſis 3 
Conquiſita diu, dulciqu reperta I. ore, 
Digna tua pergam diſp nete Carm a Vita. 
| Lucretius de herum Naturd. Lib. 3. 


Now then, my lovely Youth, to let thee know 
That Souls and Minds are born, and mortal too, 
PI write ſuch Verſe as ſhall appear to be 

By curious Labour wrought, and worthy thee. | 
Creech. 


+ That muſt be a ſtrange Immortality, if it may be called an 
Immortality, which Marcus Antoninus deſcribes; | 
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| | Marc. Ant lib. 4. 


Souls when they are tranſlated into the Air after they have 
continued there a Time ate changed, poured out, and united, 
being returned into the ſpermatic rinciple of the Univerle 3 
and thus they make room for other Souls. 
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upon this Head f ) yet did they not want a full 


Afurance ||? Or if their Belief of the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, and a State of Happineſs was 
| never 


t Qs er v To enppanc vx ply Tag auto, ax\” 


F Tiwy vig y Oy Twas wdetuoas. _ 
W Plato in Pha. 


| After I have drank the Poiſon (the Words of Socrates juſt be- 
fore his Death) I ſhall be no longer with you, but enter upon 
'the Joys of the Bleſſed. 


Hy J grell cope e aide tArwvSirop 8hZ ns 
Egotai a3araTos Jeg apBeo]|O, wh e rue 


But when this mortal Clay thou ſhalt forſake, 
And thy glad Flight to the pure Ather take, 
Amongſt the Gods exalted thou ſhalt ſhine, 
Immortal, Incorruptible, Divine. 
| Rowe: 


Ea, que vis, ut potero, explicabo, nec tamen quaſi 
Pythius Apollo, certa ut fint, & fixa, quæ dixero: ſed ut 
Homunculùs unus & multis, probabilia Conjectura ſequens. 
. enim quo progrediar, quam ut veri videam ſimilia, non 


2 ir. Tuſe. Quef. Lib. 1, 


I will explain theſe things according to your Defire as 
well as I am able, but not like the Py:h/an Oracle, fo 
that every thing I offer is to be looked upon as certain 
and infallible, but like a weak Man purſuing Probability 
with Conjecture. For I can advance no further than the Diſ- 
covery of the Appearances of Truth. : 

The Words of Cicero in his firſt Tu/culan Queſtion, where 
he treats concerning the Nature and Immortality of the Soul. 


Credebam facile Opinionibus magnorum Viro:um, Rem gra- 
tifimam (animi Immortalitatem) promittentium magis quam 
tium. Senec. Epiſt. 102. 
I readily yielded to the Opinion of great Men promiſing ra- 
ther than proving that moſt acceptable Sentiment, the Immor- 
tality of the Soul. 


rr 
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never ſo firm, yet where was the well grounded 


and unwavering Satisfaction that they ſhould 


enjoy this Felicity, and that through eternal 
Duration? How could they roll away the 
Mountain of Guilt which muſt, as far as I 
can ſee, unleſs they built upon groundleſs 
Imaginations, obſtruct their joyful Views of 
the future Glory, and only render the Notice 


of it the more diſtreſſing, as they could have 


no Aſſurances they ſhould attain it *. But 
behold Life and Immortality are brought to 


Light in the Goſpel ||. In the Goſpel we are 


told that hen the ear thly Houſe of this Taber- 
nacle is diſſalved we ſhall have 4 Building of 
God, an Houſe nat made with Hands, eternal 
in the Heavens. The Saints are repreſented 
as being before the Throne of God, and ſerving 


lim Day and Night in his Temple, while be 


200 ſits on the Throne ſhall dwell among them. 


Wey ſhall hunger. no more, neither tbinſt any 


more, neither ſhall the Sun light on them, nor 


any Heat; for the Lamb who is in the midſt of 


the Throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them 
to living Fountains of Mater; and God ſhall 
D Wipe 


* AAA e nan ape anlics, tor pay avohertuirgy* 
bn de  Bregouevors. onc]zpot S's nuw tryor]al 71 apeivor 
Teay judy adnncy Taslt mv n To her | 
: Plato-in Apol. Socratis, 


Socrates concludes his Defence of himſelf before his Judges 
in theſe Words, “ Now it is Time for me to go hence to meet 
« my Death, and for you to depart with a Proſpect of enjoying 
Life, which of us ſhall have the Advantage is unknown is 
Tall, but God,” | 

2 Tim. i. 10. + 2 Cor. v. 15 
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(26) 
wipe away all Tears from their Eye. As for 
me I ſhall bebold thy Face in Righteoufneſs, I 
fall be ſatisfied awaking in thy LikeneſsÞ. 
The Soul of a Saint, when it leaves thisWorld, 
returns to its God; it ſhall behold the King in 
his Beauty, in the mingled Beauty of his 
Majeſty and Love, and it ſhall drink no longer 
of the Brook in the Way, but of the Fulneſs of 
Foy in God's Preſence, and the everlaſting Plea- 
fures at his Rigbt- hand. It ſhall be enlarged 
and ſtrengthened to converſe with God and 
Chriſt, to ſurvey over the Wonders of Provi- 
dence and Grace, to love, fear, and ſerve, its God 


and Saviour, and receive thoſe full and bliſsful 
Communications from the Throne of which 


it had only the ſmall Earneſt and faint Glimp- 
ſes in the preſent State. All Sin and Sorrow 
and every Scar and Relic of them ſhall be for 
ever gone, and he who fits upon the Throne 


will fulfil his Promiſe that be will make all 
Things neu. Now is the bleſſed Day come 

for the Soul's Perfection, its Perfection in Ho- 
lineſs, and its Perfection in Happineſs. The 


Inhabitant above ſhall not ſay I am fick ; the 


Cure begun in Sanctification is completed, and 


ſpiritual Health in all the Vigour and Pleaſures 


of it is now beſtowed, and ſhall be enjoyed 


without Interruption and without End. No- 
thing but Heaven that gives us the Experience 
can give us the Notion of this Pleaſure. Nor 


Call 


® Rev; vii. 15, 16, 17, + Pſalm xvii. 15. 1 Plalm xvi. 17. 
f Rev. xxi. Te ; 


( 27) 

can Pagan Divinity ſhew us this comfortable 
Truth?) ſhall the Body be forgotten. The 
Body is a Part of the Redeemer's Purchaſe, 
and, uſeleſs and diſhonoured as it may now lie 
like the broken F ragments of ſome golden 
Veſſel, it is ordained for Glory. It ſtays a little 
Time behind the Soul to do Homage to its 
Original the Daſt, but it ſhall not be the Prey 
of Death, and the Priſoner of the Grave for 
ever. It is indeed forfaken by the Soul at 
prevent, but it fleeps in Jejus*, in Union with 

im as its living Head, and under the Eye of 
him as its dear Proprietor and Lord. God has 
given a Promiſe concerning the Bones of his 
Saints, a Promiſe which ſhall one Day be ex- 


ecuted in triumphant Power, and no Dun- 


geons. of Darkneſs nor Bars of Adamant ſhall} 
reſiſt the Almighty Call. As caſily as the 
Huſbandman can take up an Handful of mixed 
Grain, and ſeparate one Sort from the other, ſo 
eaſily can God diſtinguiſh the Particles of his 
People's Bodies, though reduced to Duſt and 
Atoms, from the general Maſs of the World. 


Chriſt has riſen, and ſhall riſe alſo, and 


riſe in-Glory, Honour, and Immortality, The 
intimate Union between Body and Soul ſhall 


be reſtored, both ſhall be acknowledged by 


Chriſt as his Poſſeſſion, and with joyful Ho- 
ſannas ſhall they aſcend with him to the Hea- 
ven of Heavens, and triumph with him in 
eternal Glory. Bebeld I ſhew you a Myſtery 


we ſhall not all fleep, 1 we ſhall all be — 


in 
#* x Theſl, iv. 14, 


628) 

in a Moment, in the twinkling of an Eye, at the 
laſt Trump, for the Trumpet ſhall ſound and the 
dead fhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall 
be changed. Fer this Corruptible muſt put on 
Incorruption, arid this Mortal muſt put on Immor- 
zality, then ſhall be brought to paſs the Saying 
that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in Vice 
fory*, In the ſame Sort of Language does 

ob ſpeak ; for 1 know that my Reatemer lives, 
and that be ſhall ſtand at the latter Day upon 
the Earth, (or that he ſhall at the latter Day 
ariſe with Power over the Duſt) and though 
after my Skin Worms deftroy this Body yet in 
my Fleſh ſhall I ſze God; ꝛbbom IT ſhall ſee for 
55 if, and my Eyes ſhall behold, and not another; 
though my Reins be conſumed aorthin me 
Thus does it appear that the Goſpel is a Diſ- 

enſation of ineſtimable Worth as it aſſures us 
of the future and everlaſting Bleſſedneſs of our 
Souls and Bodies. Having finiſhed the firſt 
Head, namely, to prove that the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift is a Diſpenſation of ineſti- 
mable Worth, I An 


II. To ſhew that we ſhould prefer an In- 
tereſt in it above all Things. That we ſhould 
prefer an Intereſt in the Goſpel above all 
Things is evident from the Conduct of the 
Merchant in the Parable,of whom it is ſaid that 
. oben be had found one Pearl of great Price, he 
went and fold all that he had and bought it. 
He was not content with diſcovering the Pearl, 


h & and 
® 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52, 53, 34. Þ Job.xix, 25, 26, 27. 


( 29) 
and the immenſe Value of it, but he ſacrifices 
all his Poſſeſſions that he might purchaſe it, 
and reſts not till he has made it his own. In 
like Manner ſhould we act; we ſhould not be 
fatisfied with a Knowledge of the tranſcen- 
dent Excellency of the Goſpel, but we thould 
ſeek an Intereſt in it, and preter ſuch an In- 
tereſt above all Things. It is a Privilege 
that we have a Goſpel, whoſe Doctrines are 
Truth without Uncertainty or Mixture, whoſe 
Precepts are Rectitude and Love, and whoſe 
Promiſes are eternal Felicity. God, whoſe 
Will diſtributes the Lots of his Creatures, 


might have caſt you and me upon ſome Pagan 


Shore where not ſo much as one Spark of 
Goſpel-Light glimmers amidſt the univerſal 
Gloom. Or we might have had the Lines of 
Life meted out among the Followers of Ma- 


| homet, and in a Dream of Deluſion have tra- 


ced the F ootiteps of that impious Impoſtor to 
our final Ruin. Or we might have been 
born among the Papiſis, and might have this 
Day been curſing the People of God, ſwallow- 
ing a Wafer for our Saviour, bowing the Knee 
to a ſenſeleſs Image, invoking the Names of 
other Mediators beſides Jeſus, or might have 
been imbruing our Hands in the Blood of In- 
nocents, and ſporting with their Groans and 
Tortures in the infernal Inquiſition. But we 
have our Part in a Land where the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt is revealed in all its Luſtre of 
Truth, and Riches of Grace. Our Caſe is 
better in this Reſpect than that of the vene- 


rable 
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(3) 
table Saints of old; they looked down through 
a long Series of Time to the promiſed Mleſ- 
fah, whereas we live in the Days after the 
Coming of our Lord, in which we enjoy the 
Goſpel in its fulleſt and beſt Edition. We 
diſcern not the Saviour in his firſt dawning 
Rays, nor under the Veils of Types and Fi- 
gures,. as the Preludes to his Incarnation, but 
with open Face we behold as in a Glaſs the Glo- 
ry of the Lord*. But though this outward 
Revelation, this Diſcovery of the Pearl of ſu- 

rlative Price, is a great Privilege, eſpecially 
as it is freely offered to us, and as we are ear- 
neſtly invited to accept of it, yet the great Bleſ- 
ling of all, and to which the external Reve- 
lation only opens the Way, is an Intereſt in 
this Goſpel. Happy they, to whom God has 
not only revealed himſelf, but into whoſe 
Hearts his Perfections and Relations have been 
ingrafted and ſo deeply wrought that 
they have brought forth under the Influences 
of the Spirit, Fear, Repentance, Faith, Love, 
Reſignation, and the reſt of the Graces. Hap- 
y they, who never loſe Sight of God, but, 
5M Enoch, walk with him, walk as ſeeing 
him who is inviſible, and under the united 
and powerful Senſe of his ſupreme and awful 
Majeſty, and his infinite and everlaſting Mercy. 
Again, are not they happy who not only have 
heard of Chriſt and the Way of Salvation by 
him, but have put their Truſt in him, and 
avouched him as their Lord and their _—_ re- 
#”2 Cor. ili. 18. * 
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lying upon his Merits and Mediation for their 
Pardon and Title to eternal Life? How re- 
freſhing are Waters not only diſcovered but 
applied by the thirſty Traveller, and how plea- 
ſant are Proviſions not only ſeen but taſted 
by the hungry Beggar ? And ſuch is Jeſus 
Chriſt to the Soul that by Faith receives him, 
and feeds upon hrs Fleſh which is Meat indeed, 
end drinks of bis Blood which is Drink indeed®. 
Further, are not they happy,who not only have 
heard of the holy Spirit and his powerful and 
plentiful Effuſions of Grace, but have like- 
wiſe experienced his Influences enlightening 
their Darkneſs, rectifying their Inclinations, 
enlivening their Dulneſs, ſpiritualizing and 
;raifing their Deſires, and filling them with Joy 
unſpeakable and full of Glory? You have 
heard of the holy Spirit's wonderful Operations, 
but where is the Advantage unleſs you dili- 
gently make uſe of the Means whereby he 
conveys his Grace, and are made alive to God 
through Jeſus Chriſt? But if you have thus re- 
ceived the Spirit of God you are like to God, 
you are Partakers of the divine Nature, and are 
made meet for the eternal Enjoyment of him. 
You have the Seal of Heaven upon you in Re- 
generation, and hence you may infer that all 
the long Train of ſpiritual Bleſſings, rifing from 
the Fountains of the divine Love in the Eter- 
nity paſt, flowing through Time, and at laſt 
iſſuing themſelves into an Ocean of infinite and 
everlaſting Joy, are your Portion. Again, are 


not 
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not they happy who not only have had their 
Duties ſet before them in their full Extent, and 
enforced by ſupreme Authority and infinite 
Love, but are alſo practiſing their Duties in a 
Dependance upon divine Grace, running the 
Ways of God's Commandments with Enlarge- 
ment of Heart, and ſhewing a Reſpect to all 
the divine Will, ſo that the Laws of Heaven 
are tranſcribed upon their Souls, and exem- 
plified in the Luſtres of an holy and heavenly 
Conduct, under the Influences and to the 
daily Praiſe of that rich Grace which has 
made them accepted in the Beloved ? And fi- 
nally, how happy are they who have an In- 
tereſt in the future Bleſſedneſs revealed in the 
Goſpel? They have Goods laid up for 
more than many ' Years, or many Ages; they 
have Goods laid up for Eternity. They may 
* rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God, and may 
every Day and Hour they advance in their 
Voyage over this tempeſtuous State of Being 
"ſee themſelves coming nearer and nearer to the 
Port of their Reſt, and the Regions of immor- 
tal Life and Joy. A little longer Stay below 
fora few more Trials, a few more Exerciſes 
of Grace, and ſome freſh Additions to the 
Principles of Holineſs. in their Souls, and they 
thall be called Home to receive the End of 
their Faith, their compleat and everlaſting Sal- 
vation. And, when Death, no great Matter 
whether he does it by a gentle Touch or a 
- rougher Violence, ſhall take off their mortal 
Coverings, they may ſay in the joyful Views of 
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a Reſurrection to eternal Life, O Death where 19 
tby Sting? O Grave where is thy Victory? The 
Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin 
es the Law. But Thanks be to God who gives 
us the Victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt*, 
And now let us pauſe a Moment, and in the 
Recollection of what has been faid aſk our- 
ſelves whether an Intereſt in the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus Chriſt is not to be preferred above all 
Things ? What is there in the World below, 
that vain, vexatious, tumultuous, uncertain 
World, that can ſtand in Competition with 
it? Here are Bleſſings ſuitable and ſubſtantial, 
elevated and fatisfying, large as the Wants, and 
ſublime as the Wiſhes of the Soul. Here are 
Bleffings intermingled with no Sin and no Sor- 
row, but full of ſoy without any bitter Tincture, 
and Wines from the Lees well refined without a 
Dreg of Pollution, Here are Bleſſings that 
will ſweeten Proſperity, ſcatter the Gloom of 
Affliction, ſtrip Death of his Terrors, and 
turn his dark Valley into the Path of Life and 
the Confines of Glory. Here are Bleſſings 
that will live when the Root of every earthly 
and ſenſitive Enjoyment ſhall go up as Rot- 
tenneſs and its Bloſſom as the Duſt, and when 
Time and Nature ſhall be no more. Pardon, 
Sanctification, Peace of Conſcience, eternal 
Life, what Words are ſufficient to deſcribe 
the Value of theſe Bleſſings, and what is there 
throughout the whole Creation that can be 
mentioned in Compariſon with them? Wealth, 

E Honour, 

* 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. 
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Honour, ſenſible Gratifications, what are they 
When conſidered with an Intereſt in the Goſ- 


pel, and its boundleſs and everlaſting Bleſſings? 
The Riches of Glory by Chriſt caſt a con- 


temptible Dimneſs upon the counterfeit Glitter 
of worldly Wealth, and the Share of the leaſt 


Saint in them will one Day appear to be in- 
finitely more precious than the Treaſures of 
the. Indies. What are the Acclamations of 
Mortals to the Plaudit of our God, and the 
Whiſper of the Spirit in a Promiſe to the 


Soul? One Hours Complacency of this Kind 


Exceeds all the proud Triumphs of Alexander 
and Cæſar. And what is the whole Round 
of ſenſitive Pleaſures to the Light of our Fa- 
ther's Countenance? They are but falſe Me- 
teors that appear for a little Time, and then 
vaniſh away, but this is a ſteady, vital, laſting 


Light, that ſhines more and more to a perfect 


Day. O then act as the wiſe Merchant in our 
Parable, u aohen he had found one Pearl of great 
Price, went and ſold all that be had and bought it. 
Having finiſhed the Heads I raiſed from 
the Parable, I ſhall make only one Re- 
flection from what has been ſaid, namely, that 
if the Goſpel is a Diſpenſation of ſuch ineſti- 
mable Worth, and if an Intereſt in it is to be 
preferred above all Things, then certainly we 
ſhould endeavour to the utmoſt of our Power, 
having firſt received it. with the greateſt Rea- 
dineſs Affection and Gratitude ourſelves, to 
propagate the Knowledge and Belief of it 
among others. Are not others guilty, 5 

WR : miſe- 


r , , 


rn ee 


(35) 
miſerable, and yet equally immortal with our 
ſelves ? Is there any poſhble Method of Ab- 
ſolution from Guilt, Renovation of Nature, 
and an Acceptance with God to eternal Life 
but in the Way which the Scripture ſets be- 
fore us? Have we not welcomed the good Ti- 
dings, embraced them, and felt the Power and 
Comfort of them? And do we not from Day 
to Day live upon the Goſpel, and nouriſh our 
Hopes of a blefled Immortality from the Pro- 
miles of that Word of God which lives and 
abides for ever? How then can we reſtrain our 
compaſſionate and vigorous Endeavours to lead 
others into an experimental Acquaintance with 
the ſame Salvation ? Let us point others to 
the ſame Fountain at which we have drank 
and been ſatisfied, and, having by the new and 
living Way which God has opened before us 
made our Eſcape from Darkneſs, Sin, and Mi- 
ſery into the Purity, Light, and Joy of the 
Goſpel, let us be ever ſolicitous to direct 
others into the ſame Path, that they may be 


Fellow-Heirs with us of the fame Bleſſed- 


neſs. 
But it may be ſaid, How ſhall we ſpread 


the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt? We are not 
Miniſters whoſe Buſineſs it is to preach the 
Word, and we have but little Opportu- 
nities of religious Converſe and Influence 
* among Mankind. We ſhould undoubtedly 
© be glad to be Inſtruments of propagating 
* the Goſpel, but how, in what Manner, can 
* we do it? We could with you would ſug- 
E 2 gelt 
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geſt ſome happy Way, and far be it from 
us to ſet ſo light by the Obligations we are 
under to God and Chriſt, by the incompa- 
rable Excellency of divine Revelation, and 
the Welfare of precious and immortal Souls, 
as that we ſhould neglect, nay, ſhould not 
eagerly embrace every Occaſion of ſpreading 
the Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour.” 

I anſwer, it is my Buſineſs this Day to ſhew 
you ſuch a Way, and I may venture to ſay it 
is an excellent Way; encourage tbe charitable 
Society for promoting religious Knowledge a- 
mong the Poor. The Deſign of this Society 
is to diſtribute Bibles, Teſtaments, and other 
good Books, which may be judged uſeful, gra- 
tis among the Poor; and particularly to ſend 
ſuch Books to ſuch Miniſters and Gentlemen 
in the Country, as the Society may have 
Reaſon to believe will faithfully diſtribute them 
among thoſe who moſt need, and may 
be moſt likely to improve them. This is the 
Deſign of the Society; and is it not a laudable 
Deſign ? Is it not evidently and directly cal- 
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culated for promoting the Knowledge of the 


Goſpel of Chriſt, and is not this a moſt ne- 
cefiary Service in this Day of general Decay in 
Religion, and general Depravity of Manners ? 


_ Surely the very Nature and Neceſſity of ſuch 


a Society are cogent, and I hope they will - 
. effectual Motives to all thoſe who may 
ave it in their Power, in Proportion to 


their Abilities, to countenance and ſupport ſuch 


a ſacred and beneficial Charity. And here 
a | | perhaps 
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perhaps I might reſt my Cauſe with Succeſs. 

But give me leave to mention a few Par- 
ticulars which I hope will make an additional 
Impreſſion upon your Minds, and excite you 
to a moſt generous Contribution. | 

The Society is founded upon a Catholic 
Plan, and it has the Honour of having ſe- 
veral Miniſters and Gentlemen of the ſeveral 
Denominations Subſcribers to it ; our View 
being, I truſt, to promote vital and experi- 
mental Religion, a Matter eſſentially neceſſary 
to the Salvation of Souls. And accordingly 
the Books we diſtribute, and deſign to diſtri- 
bute, are ſuch as appear to us adapted to this 
great Purpoſe, one of which is perhaps one 
of the beſt Books, as a Draught and Directory 
of the Chriſtian Life, that was ever written, I 
mean Scudders's Chriſtian's daily Walk : there 
is ſuch Perſpicuity and Power, ſuch Knowledge 
and Spirituality, ſuch a rich Infuſion of evan- 
gelical Motives and Comforts, and ſuch an 
ardent Zeal for holy Practice, that I am ſure 


Words, at leaſt my Words, muſt fail to de- 


ſcribe its Worth, and accordingly we find it re- 
commended in the ſtrongeſt Manner by both 
theſe eminent Servants of Jeſus Chriſt Dr. 
Fohn Owen, and Mr.Kichard Baxter. Further, 
there is a moſt delightful Unanimity in the 
Society, and we ſeem determined to advance 
its true Intereſt, and through this, I truſt, as 
the great End of all, the Glory of God and 
Chriſt, with the moſt cordial Affection towards 
one another: and it is an Ingredient _ = 
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ſmall Joy that we have ſeveral young Per- 
ſons among us, who inſtead of purſuing perni- 
cious and expenſive Pleaſures had rather in this 
Manner devote a Part of their Subſtance to 
the Service of God, and the Good of Souls. 
May they prove a laſting Strength and Orna- 
ment to the Society, experience much of the 


truly noble and tranſcendent Pleaſures of God- 


lineſs, and be an happy Example to others of 
the fame Age to join us, and do likewiſe ! 
{ would obſerve farther, that we have had 
the moſt grateful Acknowledgments from 
the Miniſters to whom we ſend the Dona- 
tions of Books, and they inform us how 
needful and acceptable ſuch Preſents are in 
the Country. So that we have Reaſon to 
think that both. Miniſters and People will 
bleſs us in the Name of the Lord for our 
Work of Faith and Labour of Love, and 
that through their Prayers what we diſ- 
tribute to them in ſacredBounty ſhall be return- 
ed upon us in the beſt of Bleſſings. Per- 
mit me to add, that this Charity is now in 
its Infancy, for it begun but laſt Augy/ was 
Twelvemonth, and ſmall were its Beginnings, 


though through the good Hand of our God 


upon us it is comfortably increaſed. To give 


Aſſiſtance to ſuch a Charity as this, while 
there are numerous. Places in the Country 
in Want of theſe facred Helps, can never 
be unſeaſonable, but this is a JunQure that 
particularly requires the Aids of your Bene- 


volence as the Society is ſo lately erected. 
Strengthen 
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Strengthen our Hands and comfort our Hearts 
by your liberal Contribution this Day, and let 
us not have the Affliction to find that our 
firſt Attempt in this public Manner is not ſuf- 
ficiently encouraged by you, and ſo go away 


under the melancholy Prefage that we muſt 


be almoſt left alone in this worthy and uſeful 
Undertaking, 
But, if what I have faid concerning 


the Charity be too little to prevail upon 


you let me find an Argument, in the Day, 
which I think as Chriſtians and Proteſtants 
cannot be reſiſted. This Day Sixty-three 
Years ago the PRINCE of ORANGE, after- 
wards the ILLUsTRIOUs King WILLIAM 
THE THIRD, was juſt ready to land on our 
Shores laden with the Bleſſings of our Liberty, 
Property, and the Proteſtant Religion; which 
Bleſſings from his Hands have been tranſ- 
mitted through the following Reigns, and 


which we, as the Fruits of that bliſsful Period, 
enjoy without Reſtraint or Diminution : O 


may they run down in an uninterrupted Courſe 


to the lateſt Generations, and be as ſecure and 
laſting as they are great and glorious | Preſent 
to God therefore, as you have now an Op- 
portunity, a ſpiritual Sacrifice of Praiſe for 
theſe Mercies, eſpecially as you, by encouraging 
this Society, may not only pay a Debt of Gra- 
titude to Heaven for your Deliverance from 
PoPERY and ARBITRARY PoWER, but may 
ſtrengthen the Barrier againſt any future At- 
tempts againſt us, for the Goſpel of Chriſt 


grants the freeſt Liberty to the Conſciences of 
Men, 
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Men, and there can be no greater Security 
againſt the Errors and Corruption of the 
Chuck or Roxx than the Diffuſion of Goſ- 
pel Light, for Por ER loves not the Light, 
nor comes to the Light, for neither its Creed 
nor its Works of Superſtition and Cruelty are 
wrought in God. As Patriots then if not as 
Chri/tians, or rather let me blend the Argu- 
ments and ſay, as Patriots and as Chriſtians en- 
courage this Society. for promoting Religious 
Knowledge among the Poor; and do it under 
the Senſe of the wonderful Mercies of the 
REVOLUTION, without which we might not 
have had a BIBLE to read, much leſs a BIBLR 
to diſtribute, * 


The 
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The RULES of the Charitable Society for 
promoting Religious Knowledge among the 
Poor, with @a Preface recommending the 


Deſign. 


HO EVER believes the Bible to be a Re- 
velation from God, and that the Matter it 
contains is not only highly worthy of that 
infinitely great and bleſſed Being to deliver, but of the 
laſt Importance both to the temporal and ſpiritual In- 


tereſts of Mankind, will not want any Arguments to 
convince him of the Obligations he is under, firſt to 


receive it with the greateſt Reverence, Affection, and 


Gratitude himſelf, and then to propagate the Know- 
ledge and Belief of it amongſt others. And, indeed, 
who that hath taſted the Sweetneſs, and felt the ſalu- 
tary Refreſhment of the Fountain of Life, but muſt be 
wuling to convey its living Waters to others, that thoſe 
who need the ſame ſacred Advantages, may drink of 
the ſame Heavenly Streams, be quickened, purihed, and 


+ comforted by them, and live for ever? 


Thoſe who have made any ſerious Obſervations 
upon Mankind, cannot be inſenſible of the deplorable 
Ignorance that, even in this Land of Light, is to be 
found amongſt the poorer Sort, eſpecially in the Coun- 
try, for want of the proper Means of Information and 
Knowledge; and that the Numbers of thoſe are great, 
who, notwithſtanding the various Aſſiſtances, which have, 
from time to time, been communicated for their In- 
ſtruction and Improvement, yet very much want, in 
this Inſtance, the farther Aids of Chriſtian Piety and 


Benevolence. 
F Ami- 
8 


*. Ss — ——— PR 2 - 4 
A „ wo * 87 4 =. © d -4 
5 1 * — 


nm 
Lf F 
4 
Iy 
g 
. 
F* 
K. 
N 
* 
N -® 
3 w 


WAY SARS comets rs 7 wm 


(42) 


Animated, they truſt, in ſome degree by thele 


Motives, and to remove, as far as they can, theſe un- 
happy Difadvantages, which ſo many of our Poor la- 


bour under, ſeveral Perſons. have entered into a Society 
and Subſcription to diſtribute the ſacred Scriptures, and 
other good Books amongſt them, as one of the moſt 
effectual Methods, in their Apprehenſion, under the 
Blefling of GOD, to bring them acquainted with the 


Truth as it is in JESUS, and render them Wiſe to 


As Bk many neceflitous Familic:, who are unable 


to purchaſe any of theſe Helps themſelves, will be kindly 


ſupplied with them by the Bounty of others; ſo, it will 
not be the leaſt Part of the Bleſſing, that the riſing Ge- 


neration amongſt them will be furniſhed with ſuch Books, 


as are beſt ſuited to their tender Years : By means of 
which, it is to be hoped that, under the divine Influence, 


the Tendencies of corrupt Nature may receive a tim 
Check, and the powerful Influences of vicious Examples, 
in theſe ſinful Times, be more effectually guarded a- 

gainſt, their future Perverſion from the Principles of the 
Proteſtant Religion to the Errors and Corruptions of 
Popery be happily prevented, and their precious Souls 
be early ſeaſoned with a laſting Tincture of Piety and 
Virtue. And if ſuch are eſteemed, and indeed with good 
Reaſon, their generous Benefactors, who kindly aſſiſt them 
m providing Food and Raiment for their Bodies ; that 
Friendſhip, ſurely, cannot be leſs valuable, which fur- 
niſhes them with the living Bread from Heaven, and 

rovides them with. that pure Raiment, which is neceſ- 
fary to cloath their Minds, in order to nouriſh them 
up in the divine Life, and ſecure them the Poſſeſſion of 
immortal Bleſſedneſs and Glory. 


As theſe Conſiderations will, without doubt, teen 


mend the Attempt of the Miniſters and Gentlemen, 
who 
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who have entered into this Deſign, to the Approbation 
of all good Men; ſo it is to be hoped, eſpecially as 
it is wholly void of all Party Views, that it will engage 
many, of every Chriſtian Denomination among us, who 
truly fear GOD, love the Proteſtant Religion and Li- 


berties, and wiſh well to immortal Souls, to countenance, ' 


encourage, and promote it. 


I. The Deſign of the Society is, to diſtribute Bibles, 
Teſtaments, and other Books, which may be judged 
uſeful, gratis, among the Poor; and particularly to ſend 
ſuch Books to ſuch Miniſters and Gentlemen in the 
Country, as the Society may have reaſon to believe will 


faithfully diſtribute them among thoſe that moſt need 


them, and may be moſt likely to 1 them. 


II. That this Charity be cantiad on by a RALLY 7 
Subſcription of the Members, and ſuch other Contribu- 
tions, as well- diſpoſed Chriſtians may aſſiſt the W | 
with from Time to Time. 


III. That every Subſcriber be deſired to attend the 
Meetings of the Society, and ſhall have thw liberty, 
in his turn, to direct the Diſpoſal of as * Books 
as the Society ſhall think proper. 


IV. That when Books are ſent down to any Mi- 
niſter or Gentleman in the Country, it will be ex- 
pected from him, that he ſhall ſend an Account of the 
Receipt and Diſpoſal of them; and that the Account 
be delivered to the Secretary, by the Perſon that re- 
commended him. 


V. That no Books be received into, or purchaſed 
to be given away by the Society without the unani- 
mous Conſent of the Members thereof at their Quar- 
terly Meetings. 

The 
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The State of the Society's Account from Aug 17 50 te 
Michaelmas 1751. Since which Time it * received 


confiderable Additions. 


By Annual Subſcriptions, and other Contri- 


butions received — {.1it4 13? 


—ͤ—— y — — 


To ſundry Payments for Bibles, Teſtaments, 


and other Books given away ——— 100 11 1 
To incidental Expences — — 31 
To Money in Hand — 11 12 

1.114 13 3 


Thoſe who are willing to encourage this Deſign, are de- 
fired to ſend their Colributions to either of the Gen- 


ftiemen undermentioned: 


The Reverend Mr. Chandler, Old- NJetury. 


The Reverend Mr. Stennett, Charterhouſc-ſquare. 


"The Reverend Mr. Gibbons, No. 2. Bunhill-roav. 


The Reverend Mr. Thompſon, Barnaby-ſtreet, Rey 


Mr. Benj. Forfitt, Leadenhall-ftreet. 


Mr. Edward Nicklin, in the Cloifters, Smith frets, 


| — Thomas Holmes, Newgate-ftreet. 
Mr. Jom Ward, Cornbill. 
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